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Economy Overview
Over the past decade, the Jordanian economy has faced numerous challenges that prompted the 
government to implement structural reforms in education, healthcare, privatisation, economic 
liberalization, and social security systems. This has paved the way for further partnerships between 
the private and public sectors to improve the infrastructure.  

Despite these great challenges, the 
Jordanian economy achieved a 3% 
growth in 2014 compared to 2,8% in 
2013. Inflation dropped to 3% in 2014 
from 6% in 2013. 

The Jordanian government sought to 
augment relations with the private sector 
in 2014 to achieve a real partnership 
model. This move has helped enhance the 
overall business climate and increase the 
competitiveness of Jordan’s economy 
through attracting local, Arab and foreign 
private sector companies, and achieving a 
sustainable economic growth that leads 
to a surge in job opportunities. 

In addition, the government has 
continued to pursue an economic 
program that primarily aims to meet the 
requirements of food and water security 
and address energy challenges. 
Furthermore, it has also worked on 
developing a comprehensive vision that 
relies on long-term planning and 
implementing of large projects to meet 
the demands of future generations, in 
partnership with the private sector.  

Industrial Sector: The Jordanian economy 
mainly depends on services, trade and 

tourism sectors as well as some extractive 
industries such as potash, phosphate, 
cement, salts, limestone and 
pharmaceuticals. Jordan is the third 
biggest exporter of phosphate in the 
world. The industrial sector accounted for 
22% of the Kingdom’s GDP in 2013. 

The industrial sector plays a vital role in 
stabilizing the Jordanian economy as it 
accounts for about a quarter of the total 
GDP and employs more than 236,000 
people. 

This sector has contributed to stabilizing 
Jordan’s currency (Dinar) through 
supporting the Kingdom’s reserves of 
foreign currencies with over US$7 billion. 

The value of investments in the industrial 
sector reached US$1,792 million in 2012, 
representing about 79% of the total 
investment flow into Jordan and making 
this sector a significant generator of 
foreign investments. 

Thanks to free trade treaties signed  
between Jordan and the Arab countries, 
the United States, Turkey, and EU 
countries, the Jordanian industrial 
output enjoys wide access to these 
markets. 

Area

88,794  square kilometres
Population (Estimate January 2013)

6.5 Million
Economic growth rate (2013) 

2.8 %
GDP per capita (Estimate 2013)

$ 5,214
The most important sectors of the  
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

Trade: 43%  
Industry: 22%
Agriculture: 5.5%  
Tourism: 6.5%
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Small and medium enterprises are also 
driving the national economy forward 
through providing job opportunities, 
investments and increasing exports. 
These enterprises account for 97% of 
Jordan’s industrial sector, with an 
investment value of up to US$7 billion. 

Trade Sector: The Jordanian trade sector 
posted positive growth rates in the past 
few years despite the turbulent regional 
political and economic conditions. The 
sector is witnessing an accelerated 
growth, and accounted for 43% of the 
GDP in 2013. 

The number of people employed by the 
trade and services sectors reached 
380,000 in 2013, representing 38% of the 
country’s total workforce. 

The Kingdom’s external trade volume 
rose from US$3,431 million in 1990 to 
US$8,750 million in 2003 and surged 
further to register approximately US$30 
billion in 2013. 

Agriculture: The agricultural sector plays 
an important role in the Jordanian 
economy, improving the economic and 
social conditions of its citizens. It is also 
strongly connected to the country’s 
efforts to conserve natural resources and 
promote environmental sustainability. 

Agriculture makes up 2,8% of the 
country’s GDP and employs 3.5% of the 
total workforce. Agricultural exports 
represent 11% of total exports, and 92% 
of these exports are destined for Arab 
markets.  

Jordan has become self-sufficient in 
many agricultural products, such as olive 
oil and some types of fruits and 
vegetables. On the other hand, the 
country imports basic food products like 
wheat, milk and sugar derivatives, red 
meat and vegetables. 

Agricultural exports achieved a 36.9% 
growth in 2005, up from 28.2% in 2004. 
Some of the most important exports in 
this sector are tomatoes and olive oil.  

Tourism One of the most important 
economic sectors in the Kingdom, 
tourism generated US$4.1 billion in 
revenues in 2014, a 6.5% increase 
compared to 2013. The gross value 
added by tourism to the economy of 
Jordan makes up 6.5% of its GDP. 

The rise in tourism revenues in 2014 is 
mainly attributed to an increase in 
tourists from the GCC and the United 
States, in addition to revenues generated 
by expatriate Jordanians. 

Jordan enjoys a plethora of historical 
attractions, such as the city of Petra 
which is considered a UNESCO heritage 
site since 1985 and one of the New 
Seven Wonders of the World. Other 
touristic destinations include the Jordan 
River, Mount Nebo, numerous medieval 
mosques and churches, natural sites 
including Wadi Rum and the northern 
mountains, as well as several cultural 
and religious sites. 

Economy Overview continued
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S For over 40 years, Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Development has developed long-term 
relations with the Jordanian Government 
that are based on cooperation and aim 
at achieving sustainable development in 
all economic sectors. 

ADFD began operations in Jordan in 
1974, with 11 projects valued at AED507 
million. The Fund also managed a total 
of 17 government grants valued at AED 
4,6 Billion. The total number of projects 
funded and managed by ADFD in Jordan 
amount to 28 projects valued at 
AED5,117 billion . These projects cover 
multiple sectors, such as mining, water 
and irrigation, energy, healthcare, 
transportation, housing, education, and 
agriculture.  

ADFD’s Activities in Jordan

Total loans and grants 

AED 5,117 Billion
Total number of projects

28
Sectors 

Energy,  Transportation,  
Education and Healthcare ...
ADFD loans

AED 507 Million
Number of loan projects

11
Government grants

AED 4,610 Billion
Number of grant projects

17
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ADFD’s Activities in Jordan continued

Sector distribution of ADFD developmental projects in Jordan

Sector
Number  

of projects Value Percentage

Energy 4 1,700.6 33%

Transportation 3 1,008.6 20%

Education 5 647 13%

Healthcare 5 296.3 6%

Water 4 301 6%

Industry 2 119 2%

Housing 1 109.7 2%

Agriculture 2 71 1%

Various Sectors 2 863.8 17%

Total 28 5,117 100%

  Energy 33%

  Transportation 20%

 Education 13%

  Heath 6%

 Water 6%

  Industry 2%
  Housing 2%

 Agriculture 1%

  Various sectors 17%

33%

20%

17%

2%
2%

13% 6%

6%

1%
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Funded by ADFD, the King Talal Dam is one 
of the biggest dams in Jordan and a very 
important project in the water sector. The 
dam stores and provides sustainable water 
sources to meet the country’s irrigation 
demands and develop the agricultural 
sector in Jordan.  

Built across the Zarqa River, the dam has 
made a significant contribution to 
agricultural development in the areas 
adjacent to the river. The stored water is 

regulated through gates that help manage 
irrigation and provide necessary water 
supply to plant large areas of uncultivated 
lands. The dam has also helped increase 
agricultural production and contributed to 
generating electricity.  

The King Talal Dam is 92 meters high and 
330 meters wide. It can discharge 86 
million cubic meters of water annually, and 
can hold 55 million cubic meters of water. 

The advancement of the transportation 
infrastructure is a key requirement for 
economic development. In order to step 
up this sector, the Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Development contributed to funding the 
Al Azraq Road south of Jordan on the 
Saudi border. 

This arterial road connects Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and the GCC countries. It has 
reduced distances by some 600 km, and 
has also revitalized the economy in the 
area through facilitating transportation 
and trade among these countries. The road 
is 56 kilometres long and 7,5 meters wide, 
with a 1,5 meter shoulder on each side.  

Extractive industries are very important for 
sustainable development. ADFD has 
contributed to enhancing the exporting 
capacities of Al Hassa Factory by raising its 
phosphate production capability from 1.25 
million tons to 3.6 million tons annually. 
Such an increase in production provides 
significant support to the industrial sector 
and revitalizes the economy. 

The project included the development of 
three mines and three units that contain 
grinding, garbling, and drying equipment. 
It also includes a 20 megawatt power 
station in addition to water management 
works and a railway for transporting the 
final product. The project was completed 
in 1979.

King Talal Dam
Sector

Water 
Loan Value 

AED 21 million

Al Azraq Road – Saudi 
border
Sector

Transportation 
Loan Value 

AED 5 million

Al Hassa Mine
Sector

Industry  
Loan Value 

AED 100 million

Projects covered by ADFD’s loans 

ADFD has funded 11 projects for a value of AED507 million in many strategic sectors, such as energy, healthcare, transportation, education, 
water, industry and agriculture. Aimed at enhancing the quality of life and services delivered to residents, they also provided job 
opportunities and helped boost sustainable development in Jordan. 

Below is a summary of these projects:
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Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
contributed to establishing a diammonium 
phosphate factory with a 690,000 ton 
production capacity, in addition to 150 
tons of phosphoric acid. 

The project consists of several units: Two 
units for producing sulphuric acid with a 
daily production capacity of 1,800 tons for 

each unit, and one unit for mixing 
sulphuric acid with raw rock phosphate 
powder to produce phosphoric acid with a 
1,250 ton daily capacity. 

Another unit is specialized in producing 
ammonium phosphate with two lines 
producing 50 tons an hour each. The 
project was completed in 1983. 

Water is essential to life and a vital 
component in developing many sectors. 
This is why the Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Development contributed to the funding 
of the comprehensive Southern Valleys 
project with a view to achieving 
sustainable development.   

 The project was successful in providing 
water for different purposes like drinking, 
industry, tourism, irrigation, and to 
increase groundwater levels in Al-Heidan 
area (Al-Hassa, Mujib, and Al-Waleh 
Valleys).

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
contributed to the establishment of 
Al-Wehda Dam which aimed to provide 
drinking and irrigation water. The dam has 
had a key impact in reducing drinking 
water shortage and improving the 
well-being of the area. 

Al-Wehda Dam is 76 meters high and can 
contain up to 110 million cubic meters of 

water. It has a 250 meter wide spillway in 
addition to water mains, transporting lines, 
injection tunnel, and a conversion tunnel 
to store flood water of the Yarmouk River 
and use it to irrigate 30,000 donums of 
land as well as provide 50 million cubic 
meters of drinking water. 

As part of the ongoing development of the 
Jordanian agricultural sector, and in 
support of local farmers in the northern 
areas, the Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Development provided funding for the 
development of the Yarmouk River Basin in 
order to meet the farmers’ demands of 
roads and irrigation networks. 

The project included protecting and 
reforming water springs, establishing 
irrigation networks and agricultural roads, 
and launching small projects for the 
Ministry of Agriculture. All of these 
projects serve the sector and lead to 
development and sustainable water 
resources. 

Phosphate Fertilizer 
Factory in Aqaba
Sector

Industry 
Loan Value 

AED 19 million

Comprehensive 
development of 
Southern Valleys
Sector

Agriculture   

Loan Value 

AED 53 million

Al-Wehda Dam
Sector

Water  
Loan Value 

AED 37 million

Development of 
Yarmouk River Basin 
Sector

Agriculture   

Loan Value 

AED 18 million

Projects covered by ADFD’s loans continued
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The development project of the southern 
Shallalah Area aimed to boost tourism in 
Aqaba city by building a new residential 
district (Al Karamah City) to house 
residents of the old southern Shallalah 
area and remove slums.  

The new residential district features 1,000 
housing units with infrastructure, social 
services, inner roads, and a main road to 
the city. The project covers an area of 470 
donums. 

For the Jordanian government, developing 
the healthcare sector is a top priority, and 
the improvement of services offered to 
patients of Al Bashir Hospital was integral 
to this commitment. 

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
contributed to funding the expansion and 
improvement of Al Bashir Hospital which is 
the largest of the Ministry of Health’s 

hospitals, with an 800 bed capacity and a 
240,000 square meter area. 

The hospital is located east of Amman in a 
densely populated area that includes a 
majority of low-income workers. Patients 
are also transferred from all general 
hospitals in Jordan to Al Bashir Hospital. 

As part of its mandate to support the 
healthcare sector in Jordan, ADFD helped 
establish a children’s hospital in King 
Hussein Medical Center. Children 
constitute about 60% of the country’s 
population, and healthcare is one of the 
key sectors that support the Jordanian 
government’s budget. 

The 200-bed hospital was established on a 
500 square meter plot of land, and 
contains an emergency unit in addition to 
other paediatric specializations, such as 
heart surgery, ENT, dental care, 
rehabilitation, natural therapy, cerebral 
palsy treatment, restoration surgery, burn 
treatment, and congenital malformation 
treatment. 

Development of 
Southern Shallalah Area
Sector

Housing  
Loan Value 

AED 110 million

Al Bashir Hospital
Sector

Healthcare  
Loan Value 

AED 71 million

Children’s Hospital in 
King Hussein Medical 
Center 
Sector

Healthcare  
Loan Value 

AED 44 million

Projects covered by ADFD’s loans continued
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In addition to the concessional loans presented by ADFD to Jordan during the past few decades, the UAE government has offered 
development grants to fund projects that support economic and social development and elevate people’s lifestyle in Jordan. 

In 2013, the UAE allocated an AED4.6 billion (US$1.25 billion) to Jordan as part of a US$5 billion grant that was approved during a GCC 
summit.  The UAE government commissioned ADFD to manage this grant which provided funding for vital projects that help accelerate 
economic development in Jordan. 

Below is a summary of these projects:

ADFD & Jordan 

Inaugurated in 1994, the project played an 
important role in reducing poverty and 
unemployment through training people to 
establish their own revenue-generating 
projects and build the capacities of 
youngsters. 

The project also aimed to open doors for 
cooperation with the private sector, 
develop positive behaviour in early 
childhood, encourage the engagement of 

people with special needs, and offer 
psychological and social support. The 
compound has been successful in 
establishing a regional and international 
reputation in these key areas. 

As part of the rehabilitation of the strategic 
healthcare sector in Jordan, the Tumor 
Treatment Center was established to 
provide specialized medical services to 
treat tumors and support the 
development of medical tourism in the 
country. 

The project included a four storey building 
with a 150 bed capacity, in addition to 
establishing supporting buildings and 
providing equipment, training and 
awareness programs. 

Queen Zein Al Sharaf 
Compound for Training 
and Social Development
Sector

Education  
Grant Value 

AED 11 million

Establishing a Tumor 
Treatment Center
Sector

Healthcare  
Grant Value 

AED 60 million

Managing Government Grants

The expansion project aimed at raising the 
capacities of King Hussein Cancer Center 
making it one of the leading specialized 
cancer-treatment centers in the region. 
The center provides treatment to about 
3,500 patients from Jordan and the wider 
region annually. Fitted out with state-of-
the-art equipment, the center employs 
more than 1,200 oncologists and 
specialists. 

Expansion of King 
Hussein Cancer Center
Sector

Healthcare 
Grant Value 

AED 92 million
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At a total cost of AED26 million, the UAE 
government contributed to building 25 
primary schools to support the Jordanian 
government’s efforts in advancing the 
education sector and providing education 
to different age groups in modern schools 
and facilities. 

For countries that have larger population 
densities like Jordan, education represents 
a strategic priority. The UAE has been keen 
on supporting the growth of education in 
Jordan from the very beginning. 

The project aims to build 60 new schools 
and ensure they are equipped with all 
ancillary facilities to provide an advanced 
learning infrastructure that is on par with 
international standards. 

Building 25 primary 
schools
Sector

Education  
Grant Value 

AED 26 million

Building 60 new schools
Sector

Education   
Grant Value 

AED 98 million

Managing Government Grants continued

Technical education is important for 
providing skilled graduates who can meet 
the demands in specialized careers in 
Jordan and elsewhere. The project, which 
is funded by the UAE government, aims to 
boost the capacity of community colleges, 
expand their technical and applied 
education programs, and provide labs with 
advanced technologies.  

In the past few years, the Jordanian 
economy’s accelerated growth has led to a 
surge in the demand on electricity, which 
in turn has increased pressure on the 
national power grid. Energy projects have 
become a key priority in the UAE’s 
contribution to the Gulf Development 
Fund for Jordan. 

Securing energy alternatives through 
renewable energy sources has become a 
development priority in the country’s 

efforts to deal with the rise of prices in oil 
derivatives. It is also especially important 
for conserving the environment and 
reducing CO2 emissions.  

This vital necessity led to the 
establishment of a solar energy farm in Al 
Kwairah area. The farm uses photovoltaic 
panels to generate between 65 to 75 
megawatts of power, and is linked to the 
national power grid. 

Advancing Technical 
Education in 
Community Colleges
Sector

Education 
Grant Value 

AED 33 Thousand

Renewable Energy 
Projects
Sector

Energy  
Grant Value 

AED 551 million
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Jordan is seeking to devise effective 
strategies to develop the water sector and 
ensure enough supplies of water for 
drinking and agriculture. 

Rehabilitating irrigation projects will in 
turn help improve the performance of 
irrigation networks and reduce water 
losses through rehabilitating networks, 
replacing calcified pipes with new ones, 

installing water mains for agricultural 
units, installing sedimentary docks, storing 
pools, sand filters, and pumping stations, 
in addition to building walls that protect 
from floods. 

Jordan currently imports oil derivatives 
which require storage facilities to meet the 
demands of the local market during 
emergencies. The project aims to provide 
the needed storage capacities in order to 
maintain a strategic reservoir of oil 
derivatives that covers the country’s 
consumption needs for 60 days. It also 
aims to improve the oil sector’s 
infrastructure.  

The project also includes building tanks 
with a floating ceiling to store oil 
derivatives (diesel, gasoline, and airplane 
fuel) with capacities ranging between 
250,000 to 300,000 tons, in addition to 
8,000 tons of LPG. In addition, the project 
is mandated to establish a loading and 
offloading area, security and fire resistance 
systems, a system to separate oils from 
water, and all other necessary equipment. 

Rehabilitating irrigation 
projects 
Sector

Water  
Grant Value 

AED 64 million

Building facilities to 
store oil deirvatives
Sector

Energy   
Grant Value 

AED 771 million

Managing Government Grants

In order to achieve the best utilization of 
rain water and meet rising demands on 
water for drinking, agriculture, industry, 
and with all their necessary water 
dispensing and conversion facilities. The 
projects are funded by a UAE government 
grant and managed by ADFD. 

Building dams
Sector

Water   
Grant Value 

AED 179 million
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Funded by a UAE government grant and 
managed by ADFD, the Amman 
Development Corridor Project aims to 
encourage construction activities outside 
the capital through improving the local 
transportation network and connecting it 
to international highways. It also aims to 
serve the regional transportation industry 
and reduce the cost of conveyance from 
the capital to other cities in Jordan. This 
will boost the competitiveness of the 
national economy and decrease the 
number of road accidents in the capital. 

The project includes building an 18.5 
kilometer double road starting from 
Queen Alia International Airport until Al 
Madouna road. In addition, the project 
includes the development of service roads 
along the main roads, seven intersections 
with upper bridges, and the completion of 
Al Madouna road until Al Zarqa way 
intersection (4.3 kilometers) and also the 
Al Zarqa – Nafafeth road (3.7 kilometres). 

The establishment of modern roads plays a 
very important role in accelerating the 
social and economic development of any 
country in the world today. An advanced 
roads infrastructure facilitates the 
transportation of goods to local, regional 
and international markets. 

This project aims to expand and improve 
the roads that connect cities with villages 
and other areas in Jordan. It includes 

building new roads, expanding and 
upgrading some existing ones, and 
building secondary roads for villages. 

Amman Development 
Corridor Project (First 
Phase of Amman 
Circular Road) 
Sector

Transportation  
Grant Value 

AED 320 million

Establishing, 
completing, expanding 
and improving roads
Sector

Transportaion   
Grant Value 

AED 684 million

Managing Government Grants
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About the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) was established back in July 15, 1971, as an independent subsidiary of Abu Dhabi Government, 
responsible for managing foreign aid. Over the years, it has established its position among the top development aid organizations 
worldwide. 

Since its establishment, ADFD has played an important role in advancing economic development in beneficiary countries by providing 
concessionary loans that enable these countries to surmount challenges, address economic problems, and improve  
the living standards of their people.

Over the years, the scope of the Fund’s activities has expanded to also shoulder the responsibility of managing the grants provided by 
the UAE government to finance projects aimed at achieving economic and social growth in developing countries.

The Fund has managed a quantum leap in its financial performance through investments and direct long-term contributions in active 
companies in strategic sectors of the developing countries, along with investing in a variety of financial instruments.


